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A possible framing:
Love’s Labour and Dependency
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* There are the inevitable, species
typical dependencies associated with
infancy, illness, disability and frail old
age
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»* And there are secondary dependencies
that arise for those who respond to the
inevitable dependencies by providing
care

LOVE’S LABOR
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A possible framing:

Love’s Labour and Dependency

*%* Our societal response to inevitable
dependencies is pretty important

% Asaspecies, we don’t have a choice about
responding to the inevitable dependencies
associated with infancy, disability and old age

*%* The way we respond to secondary
dependencies is also important

pp
humanity's ranks start to shrink?

% If we don’t respond we undermine the
chances (and add to the costs) of responding
to inevitable dependencies
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image://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/jul/25/all-the-people-what-happens-if-humanitys-ranks-start-to-shrink?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other



Gender equity and dependency
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* In most societies, the task of responding to
inevitable dependencies is largely assigned
to/taken up by households
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*» And within most households the pattern of
secondary dependency is governed by traditional
gender norms

» In most societies the incidence of secondary
dependency is highest amongst women.

»* In many countries, including Australia, secondary
dependency often takes the form of women being
financially dependent on their partners.
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Image: https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2017/apr/01/the-kingdom-of-women-the-tibetan-tribe-where-a-man-is-never-the-boss Mosuo



The state, public policy and dependency

* The form and extent of secondary dependencies are
also shaped by notions of the legitimate boundary
between the public and private spheres

*» The secondary dependencies associated with breast
feeding can be mitigated by state-provided payments
to carers, the provision of high quality, affordable and
accessible child care, and/or through the regulation
of paid work arrangements, including access to
flexible work, the regulation of work hours, etc
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“Reading” budgets and policies through

the dependency lens

* Australian retirement income policy

Increasing the links between retirement income and
labour market earnings

Prioritising and subsidizing superannuation, at a
huge cost to the budget

Producing large gender gaps in retirement income
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 “New research shows men aged between 30 and 60 have retirement savings worth 42 per cent more  than for women of the same age.” The gender gap is at its greatest for women aged between their late 30s and mid-40s, the analysis of the account balances of 4 million members of five large industry superannuation funds by actuaries Rice Warner shows
(https://www.smh.com.au/money/super-and-retirement/study-shows-retirement-savings-gender-gap-is-42-per-cent-20190416-p51ejn.html)




Penalising the first responders

Percentage Change in the Long-Term Earnings of
Australian Men and Women by Caniribytory Factor

women

'oungest child(< 2) | e

Youngest child(2-5) -54.7%

Youngest child(19+)

Youngest child(12-18) - -31.4%

New chil tween 2001 & 2015

Youngest

Years since left -1 education [IB I -5.7% 0.0%
Age 0.0% 0.0%
Married or de-facto (yrs) 0.0% I 5.5%
Increased quals between 2001 & 2015 - 22.8% 0.0%%6

Highest qual: ¥Yr 12 - 27.6% - 38.2%
Highest qual: Diploma or certificate - 33.8%
Highest qual: Bachelor

Results of OLS regression of log long-term earnings, surmimed over 20071-15
Source: authors' calculations from HILDA data
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Policy responses?

'A Husband is not a Retirement Plan': report advises on improving
women's savings

** Encourage women’s participation in paid work, to
boost their economic independence

** Promoting a more gender-equal distribution of paid
and unpaid work across the life course

** A universal age pension

** Must be part of any policy/budget framework that
aims to protect and promote breastfeeding and

gender equity

Retirement incomes policy and dependency
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