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Frances Adamson has led the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade
as Secretary since 25 August 2016. From 2011 to 2015, Ms Adamson
was Ambassador to the People’s Republic of China. She served in the

: : Australian Consulate-General in Hong Kong in the late 1980s during the
Registration early years of China’s reform and opening. From 2001 to 2005, she was
https://bit.ly/2DbYYhs seconded as Representative to the Australian Commerce and Industry

Office in Taipei. Ms Adamson has twice served in the Australian High

.. Commission in London, as Deputy High Commissioner from 2005 to 2008
Inquiries and as Political Counsellor from 1993 to 1997. She was Chief of Staff to
Rebecca Xu the Minister for Foreign Affairs and then the Minister for Defence from 2009

E rebecca.xu@anu.edu.au to 2010.

Ms Adamson is a Special Adviser to the Male Champions of Change and
a member of Chief Executive Women. Ms Adamson has a Bachelor of
Economics from the University of Adelaide and was a recipient of a 2014
Distinguished Alumni Award. She joined the then Department of Foreign
Affairs in 1985.

This Policy Dialogue is the third of the ‘Women in International Security:
Theory and Practice’ Seminar Series 2018-19, jointly sponsored by the
ANU Gender Institute and the Strategic and Defence Studies Centre.
) Consisting of research, career development, and policy dialogue seminars,
Presented by' this series showcases the work of prominent women in the fields of
The Strategic & Defence international security. For more information, contact the Series Convenor,

. Professor Evelyn Goh.
Studies Centre y

Coral Bell School of
Asia Pacific Affairs

ANU College of
Asia & the Pacific



