Australian
=) National
University

Sex and Age Matter:
Improving Humanitarian
Response in Emergencies

Monday 7 November 2011, 5.30pm - 6.30pm

Peter Walker, Director of the Feinstein International Center
Rosenberg Professor of Nutrition and Human Security

Lecture Theatre 2
Hedley Bull Centre [130]
Garran Road, ANU

Humanitarian aid is largely guided by anecdotes rather than evidence. Currently, the humanitarian system shows
significant weaknesses in data collection, analysis and response in all stages of a crisis or emergency. As a result, the
present humanitarian system is much less evidence-driven than it should be and than it would like to be.

To ensure that vulnerabilities, needs and access to life-saving services are best understood and responded
to, humanitarian actors must collect information based on sex and age. When this data is lacking, it limits the
effectiveness of humanitarian response in all phases of a crisis.

This report shows that proper collection, analysis and use of sex and age disaggregated data, or SADD, allows
operational agencies to deliver assistance more effectively and efficiently in a crisis. The net result is more lives saved,
more livelihoods preserved, and basic human rights reinforced in situations where rights are often brushed aside.

EPORT LAUNCH

W
Presented by the ‘“
Department of International Relations For further information %
School of International, Political >
R H Dr Jacinta O’'Hagan 3
& Strateglc StUdleS E jacinta.ohagan@anu.edu.au é w
CRICOS# 00120C B

ANU College of Ca re®
Asia & the Pacific In association with CARE Australia



