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The seminar focuses on the general understanding of ‘women’s
empowerment’ strategies as part of the feminist narratives on
international law and human rights in Europe. It analyses and con-
textualises this concept within the relevant European regional practice
on gendered violence is-sues and international legal standards.

The case study is a critical review of the 2011 Council of Europe
Convention on preventing and combating violence against women
and domestic violence, read through its drafting history and a
comprehensive evaluation of the legal responses of the in-ternational
human rights institutions to violence against women.

Adriana Di Stefano is a visiting Fellow at the ANU College of Law. She is Director of the
Cohesion and Law Research Programme of the University of Catania Law School (Italy) where
she re-searches and teaches in the areas of public international law, IHL, human rights law
and EU Law. She holds a degree in Law cum laude and a Ph.D. in Political Philosophy and
Human Rights from the University of Catania and has been visiting scholar at Universiteit

van Amsterdam and Tel Aviv University. She has published numerous reports and articles

on human rights and inter-national law and is currently finalizing a research project on the
effectiveness of local remedies in international human rights regimes. Admitted to practice

as a lawyer in ltaly, Adriana acts as a consultant to governmental and non-governmental
agencies in the fields of EU Law and Human Rights.
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