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REGULATING TELEVISION IN THE TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY

In 2003, a jury in Michigan, convicted a performer on a local television
show for indecent exposure. While the U.S. government has long sought
to regulate indecency, profanity, and obscenity in broadcasting, such
a charge had never been levied on a televised act. The case raises a
number of questions about limitations on free expression in mass media:
What regulatory rationales exclude television from the First Amendment’s
free speech protections? Is a representational space—a TV screen,
for example—equivalent to or distinct from a physical place, such as
a public park? Are regulations in this area enforced equally regardless
of the gender of a speaker or performer? This talk explores tensions
between the media’s function as a spatially networked public sphere and
the presumptive privacy of the domestic sphere, between bodies and
screens, and between selves and images, and the implications of these
tensions, especially for sexual subjects.

Cynthia Chris is Chair and Associate Professor in the Department of
Media Culture at the College of Staten Island, City University of New York



