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Marsha Meskimmon is Professor of Art History and Theory at 
Loughborough University (UK). Meskimmon’s research focuses on 
transnational contemporary art, with a particular emphasis on women’s 
practice, feminist corporeal-materialisms, and the politics of dwelling in a 
global world.

Post-Truth, Compelling Fiction: 
On Transnational Feminist Politics, 
Knowledge Claims and Contemporary Art

Friday 27 April 12.30 – 2.00pm

The Oxford Dictionaries Word of the Year for 2016 was post-truth: 
'relating to or denoting circumstances in which objective facts are less 
influential in shaping public opinion than appeals to emotion and personal 
belief'. Together with ‘fake news’, post-truth has become a watchword for 
the swiftly moving media hyperbole characteristic of the new nationalisms 
and their reactionary rhetoric of intolerance and exclusion. This paper 
argues that while the politics of transnational feminisms are strongly 
opposed to the ideological positions held by the Alt-Right and 
contemporary proponents of populist nationalism, a feminist riposte to 
post-truth cannot reinstate simplistic appeals to ‘objective facts’ against 
‘emotion and personal belief’. Exploring some connections between 
transnational feminist political advocacy and contemporary art, this paper 
will argue for the significance of compelling fictions in creating dialogic 
ecologies of knowledge capable of challenging post-truth through their 
combination of affect, imagination and collective responsibility.




