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Unlike the Hindu community that experienced reforms in their personal

laws that dictate matters relating to marriage, inheritance and other matters
pertaining to the domestic sphere, the Muslim community in India continues to
be governed by a number of colonial laws, of which the Muslim Personal Law
(Shariat) Application Act, or Act 26 of 1937 is crucial. Taking advantage of this
Act, the Muslim patriarchy in the country has established talag-e-bidat or triple
talag as a valid process of divorce. This has been presented to Muslims as a
matter of their religious right as a minority community. However, the custom of
arbitrary triple talag for the dissolution of marriage needs to be viewed with a
feminist lens. It is a custom that jeopardizes the rights of women. Recently, the
issue of women’s rights-vs-community rights caused a rift within the political
and social milieus in India when the topmost Court, in a landmark judgement in
2017, declared the practice of triple talag as unconstitutional.

In this lecture, Professor Nasreen will present the background and discuss the
implications of this judgment. The lecture is based on her personal encounters
with the All India Muslim Personal Law Board (AIMPLB). She will also review
the different phases of the movement, and roles of different actors, political
and religious, in raising patriarchal obstacles to the process to empower
Muslim women in India. Professor Nasreen will show that triple talag has
become an acid test for Indian democracy that aims to offer all women rights
equal to that enjoyed by men.

Syed Tanveer Nasreen is a Professor of History and Professor-in-Charge,
Department of Women’s Studies, The University of Burdwan, India. She holds
a PhD degree from the Jawaharlal Nehru University, on the identity of Muslim
women in India. She has spearheaded the movement against triple talaqg in
India, on which she will speak at The Australian National University.





