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Canberra, 19 June 2015. 

 

 

REPORT 

Gender Institute Out of Round Grant 2014 

Workshop: ‘Decolonising development. Narratives and practices’ 

Dr Wendy Harcourt (Public Lecture): ‘Body politics in development: Competing world views’  

 

Organiser: Dr Zuleika Arashiro 

Lecturer 

School of Politics and International Relations (SPIR, HA 1211) 

The Australian National University  

Phone: +61 2 6125 2650   Email: Zuleika.arashiro@anu.edu.au  

Type of event: Signature event (workshop panel), and public lecture 

Date and place: 6-7 May 2015, The University House, The Australian National University 

Grant Amount: A$ 5,000 

 

 

Sponsored events 

The generous support received from the Gender Institute (GI) made possible the 

organisation of two events: (i) the workshop ‘Decolonising Development’ (Attachment 1), 

and (ii) the public lecture given by Dr Wendy Harcourt (Attachment 2). 

 

(i) Workshop and the Gender and Body Politics Panel 

 

The workshop brought together scholars across disciplines across the ANU, and universities 

in Australia and overseas. Panels included a total of ten scholars, including senior academics, 

early career academics, and PhD students. Each presenter explored practices and narratives 

in the development field, which contrast with dominant paradigms and offer the possibility 
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of decolonising development. General comments were generously offered by Associate 

Professor Alastair Greig (Sociology). 

With the support of the Gender Institute, we were able to organise a specific panel on 

gender and body politics on 7 May, with the participation of two renowned academics in the 

field – Dr Wendy Harcourt (Attachment 3), Associate Professor at the International Institute 

for Social Studies (ISS), and Dr Bina Fernandez (Attachment 4), Lecturer in Development 

Studies at the School of Social and Political Sciences at the University of Melbourne. Both 

academics are recognised for their contribution to the critical scholarship on gender equality 

and women’s empowerment.  

Participation was by invitation only. The vast majority of the invited scholars and PhD 

students attended, with an average of 10 to 15 participants in addition to the presenters. 

 

Outcomes 

 

(1) New linkages between academics across various disciplines, at the ANU, other 

universities in Australia (Melbourne and Sydney), and the ISS. It was particularly 

important to form a collective with shared commitments and research interests, who 

from now on will build joint interdisciplinary academic/action projects; 

(2) Potential special issue of a journal with selected papers from the workshop. The 

editorial team includes Zuleika Arashiro (SPIR), Alastair Greig (Sociology), Elise Klein 

(CAEPR), and Carlos Morreo (SPIR).  Publications deriving from this event will 

acknowledge the funding received; 

(3) Dr Wendy Harcourt, from ISS, committed to approach the editors of the academic 

journal Development and Change, to discuss the possibility of publishing workshop 

proceedings, to be signed by all presenters highlighting the critical positions and 

propositions shared by the whole group. 

 

 

(ii) Public lecture by Dr Wendy Harcourt: “Body politics in development: competing 

world views”, 7 May, ANU  

 

The public lecture given by Dr Wendy Harcourt gave the larger ANU and Canberra 

community the opportunity to listen to Dr Harcourt’s experiences in the field, as practitioner 
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as well as scholar. After her lecture, the organiser received positive comments, particularly 

from young female ANU students who are committed to working with gender and women’s 

rights. They commented specifically on the value of hearing about the complexity of 

translating theory into the real world, through the voice of a feminist activist-scholar. Thus, 

in addition to the scholarly ideas, the event inspired young women to rethink their position 

and ways of engaging professionally through their work in activism, NGOs and international 

organisations.  

 

Acquittal report 

Submitted by Mr Martin Heskins, Executive Officer, SPIR.  

 

The workshop and the academic in-depth exchanges that it facilitated, would not have been 

possible without the support of the Gender Institute. I thank you the Institute for its support 

and wish it all the best, in its unique role of supporting gender equality at both academic and 

policy levels. 

  

Kind Regards, 

 

 

Zuleika Arashiro 


































