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2023 GI Signature event 

Queer Displacements conference: 

selected events for Canberra 

Grant details  

The Queer Displacements is the first and only conference in the Asia Pacific designed 
to comprehensibly foreground protection and settlement challenges of lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender, intersex and queer (LGBTIQ+) forcibly displaced people. The 
conference was established in 2019 and originally took place at ANU.  
 
The Queer Displacements conference was planned to be periodic event so it returned 
in 2023 organised by the Forcibly Displaced People Network, Australia’s only registered 
LGBTIQ+ refugee-led organisation in partnership with Equal Asia Foundation, an 
LGBTIQ+ Think Tank based in Thailand.  
 
To maximise the reach and the impact, the event spanned across two different cities 
with selected events being offered in Canberra with financial support from the Gender 
Institute and main conference organised in Sydney in partnership with the Western 
Sydney University.  
 

Project/event details  

Canberra events included a workshop for students, researches and advocates 
interested in working with queer South Asian diasporas and a panel on the issues of 
leadership and partnerships in the context of LGBTIQ+ displacement followed by the 
book launch.  
 
The workshop was delivered by Prof Churnjeet Mahn from Strathclyde University 
(Glasgow, Scotland). It addressed such as issues as representation of sexuality in 
diaspora work, and provided guidance on working academically and creatively with 
queer displaced people. The latter included ethics of engagement and representation.  
 
The panel on the LGBTIQ+ displacement featured the representatives of the national 
LGBTIQ+ refugee-led organisation Forcibly Displaced People Network together with 
two keynote speakers: Marianna Polevikova, a head of a Ukrainian LGBTIQ+ 
organisation and Prof Churnjeet Mahn. The panel touched on the war in Ukraine, 
impacts of it on LGBTIQ+ population and the evacuation efforts that Marianna 
Polekova led as well as support those LGBTIQ+ people who could not leave the 
occupied territory or decided to stay. The panel also then touched on the global state 
of issues concerning LGBTIQ+ displacement and the value and importance of the 
LGBTIQ+ refugee-led work. The panel concluded with the launch of the book Queer 



Sharing in the Marketised University ed. by Mahn, C., Brim, M., Taylor, Y. The book 
features the chapter conceptualising silencing of LGBTIQ+ refugee issues and 
advocacy.  
 
Both Prof Churnjeet Mahn and Marianna Polevikova then participated as keynote 
speakers at the Sydney event.  
 
Speakers bios:  
 
Marianna Polevikova is a Ukrainian LGBTQ+ rights advocate. She is the chair of the 
LGBTQ+ human rights organisation “For Equal Rights”. Since the full scale Russian 
invasion in Ukraine Marianna has been helping to relocate LGBTQ+ people from 
temporarily occupied Kherson and assisting those who were forced to live under 
Russian occupation. Marianna has led a range of projects on social support and human 
rights of LGBTQ+ people and people living with HIV.  
 
Churnjeet Mahn is a Professor in English Literature at the University of Strathclyde. 
Churnjeet’s research and activism primarily focusses on experiences of racism and 
homophobia in accounts of travel and displacement. Churnjeet has worked with queer 
refugee collectives in the UK, the descendants of Partition refugees in Punjab (India 
and Pakistan), and is currently working on a book about the story of Queer South 
Asian migration to the UK.  
 
Tina Dixson is a PhD candidate at the Australian National University researching the 
lived experiences and construction of narratives on queer and trans women’s forced 
displacement and violence. Tina’s research focuses on trauma theory, gender studies, 
migration studies and queer theory. In 2012 Tina and her partner Renee Dixson 
became displaced due to their LGBTIQ+ human rights work in Ukraine and settled in 
Australia. Tina is formerly a co-founder of the Forcibly Displaced People Network. She 
has contributed to a range of work on LGBTIQ+ displacement within Australia and 
internationally.  
 
Renee Dixson, a refugee of Ukrainian Qazaq heritage, is an emerging academic and 

the co-founder of the Forcibly Displaced People Network. They are at the forefront of 
efforts to raise awareness about the unique challenges faced by LGBTIQ+ refugees, 
asylum seekers, nationally and globally. 
 
Their advocacy centres on promoting intersectional policies and services for LGBTIQ+ 
individuals who have been forced to seek safety, aiming to create a more just and 
equitable society. Renee’s leadership in establishing the first Australian organisation 
led by LGBTIQ+ displaced individuals is a testament to their dedication to driving 
systemic change that supports and uplifts LGBTIQ+ displaced communities. 
 
Impact  

The Queer Displacements Conference stands as a unique and vital gathering in the 
Asia Pacific, amplifying the voices and experiences of forcibly displaced LGBTIQA+ 
individuals. With a diverse representation spanning Australia, Aotearoa New Zealand, 
Afghanistan, Thailand, Canada, Ukraine, the US, South Korea, Nepal, Germany, 



Scotland, and beyond when considering our homelands, the event drew a robust 
attendance of 200 participants. Of these, 53 individuals shared their firsthand 
experiences, and 34 received full funding covering travel, accommodations, per diems, 
and conference registration, enabling their participation in the conference. 
 
The Canberra events were attended by 50-60 people and the Sydney event attended 
by 200 people. It was essential to bring the conversations about LGBTIQ+ 
displacement to Canberra as the topic remains marginalised with prevalent 
segregation between refugee issues and LGBTIQ+ refugee issues in both academia 
and activism. Both Canberra events offered practical guidance on the ethics of working 
with LGBTIQ+ displaced communities and issues as well as how to meaningfully centre 
the voices. An LGBTIQ+ forcibly displaced person present at the panel wrote:  
 

“I was holding back the tears. I can just be, not only a refugee, or hide my 
queerness but be whole me. Thank you for bringing and sharing our voices”. 

The conference served as a platform for candid and imperative discussions 
surrounding the persistent challenges faced by LGBTIQA+ forcibly displaced 
individuals when settling in host countries and their homelands. It resounded with 
resolute calls for the recognition and resourcing of LGBTIQA+ refugee-led initiatives, 
emphasising their irreplaceable role in advocating for the community. We extend our 
heartfelt gratitude to the numerous individuals and organisations who played pivotal 
roles in shaping the Queer Displacements Conference into a truly community-centred 
event.  

Expanded impact:  

1. Academic: 
a) Skills Development: Students and researchers gained skills in working with 

queer diasporas and displaced communities. 
b) Debate Expansion: Debates on LGBTIQ+ displacement were broadened, 

fostering wider accessibility. 
c) Institutional Reputation: ANU's reputation for supporting cutting-edge 

discussions and research was reinforced. 
2. Community: 
a) Meaningful Inclusion: LGBTIQ+ displaced individuals were central, receiving full 

scholarships for equal participation. 
b) Ethical Representation: Ethical representation of LGBTIQ+ displaced people 

was a cornerstone of the event. 
3. Sector: 
a) Innovative Methodology: The event's unique design, centered on lived 

experiences, set a benchmark for future events with marginalized populations. 
b) Holistic Discussion: Comprehensive discussions on LGBTIQ+ displacement 

issues fostered momentum for better support. 
c) Knowledge Exchange: The event facilitated access to knowledge exchange, 

enhancing understanding of the challenges. 
4. Global Reach: 



a) International Participation: The event drew attendees from various countries, 
fostering a global perspective on LGBTIQA+ displacement. 

b) Cultural Exchange: Interactions between participants from diverse backgrounds 
promoted cultural exchange and understanding. 

5. Advocacy and Activism: 
a) Catalyzing Advocacy: The conference served as a catalyst for heightened 

advocacy, inspiring participants to champion LGBTIQA+ refugee-led initiatives. 
b) Networking Opportunities: Networking opportunities provided a platform for 

collaboration among organizations working on similar causes. 
6. Long-term Impact: 
a) Sustainable Momentum: The event created sustainable momentum for ongoing 

discussions and initiatives related to LGBTIQA+ displacement. 
b) Policy Influence: Discussions initiated at the conference contributed to policy 

conversations, influencing approaches to LGBTIQA+ refugee issues. 
c) Partnerships: A partner for 2025 conference has been secured.  

The evaluation report showed a great satisfaction with the event with 90.7% 
agreeing that the lived experience was meaningfully centred and 95% saying they 
would return to the event.  

Quotes that can be used with attribution to ‘participant of the Queer Displacements 
Conference” 

“It is important to attend the event because I am a LGBTQIA+ refugee 
and this is an international and regional conversation about me and my 
community. It's important to keep up with what's happening in the sector, 
learn from each other's practice, and reflect on my own work and my 
understanding about this work. It's also crucial for me, a young activist, to 
meet and connect with more experienced activists and advocates, 
especially the ones with lived experience, and learn how to do advocacy 
and activism as well as how to hold myself in this tokenistic and white 
colonial space in general.” 

 

“In addition to providing a sense of community and belonging, the 
conference also gave me a wealth of practical knowledge and resources. I 
learned about different organizations and services that can help me 
navigate the complex asylum process, as well as strategies for coping with 
the mental health challenges that often come along with this experience. I 
also gained a greater understanding of my legal rights and how to 
advocate for myself in this system.” 

 

“ I am deeply grateful for the opportunity to attend the Queer 
Displacements conference. The experience has been life-changing for me, 
and I feel much more hopeful and empowered as a result. I know that the 



road ahead will still be difficult, but I feel better equipped to face the 
challenges that lie ahead. I hope to stay connected with the community 
that I met at the conference, and to continue learning and growing in my 
journey as an asylum seeker and a queer person.” 

 

“The conference gave me a platform to share my own experiences of 
lacking inclusivity in the workplace and connect with like-minded 
beautiful souls doing important work to support displaced queer people. 
More than that, it was a space for celebration and healing. By sharing our 
stories, we can stop the unrecorded plight of queer refugees and asylum 
seekers and pave the way for a more just and equitable global system.” 

 

“Living in a society where racism and homophobia are everyday battles 
and even within the queer community, feeling like an outsider due to a 
lack of consideration for displaced lived experiences, the conference 
provided a sense of euphoria. I could shed my armour at the entrance, 
assured that every aspect of me was accepted and welcomed without 
shame or pity. Instead, the atmosphere was one of understanding and 
empathy, where my story was embraced.” 

Outcomes  

The FDPN website is currently being rebuilt so from January there will be new 
branding and all recordings and webinars will be available through our vimeo 
channel: https://fdpn.org.au/queer-displacements/  

The conference webpage will also have a repository of all supplied materials for the 
future use.  

The full conference report comprising of Canberra and Sydney events is currently 
with designers and will be uploaded to the new website in January.  

Program conference is available here: 
https://fdpn964079271.files.wordpress.com/2023/02/the-qd2023-booklet.pdf 

https://fdpn.org.au/queer-displacements/
https://fdpn964079271.files.wordpress.com/2023/02/the-qd2023-booklet.pdf

