Report to the ANU Gender Institute: Advancing Pacific Critical Legal
Studies for and by Pacific Peoples, Grant Round 1, 2022

Grant Details and Project/Event Details

The Pacific is receiving unprecedented attention in both Australian and global legal scholarship, yet
legal scholarship by and for Pacific peoples remains in its infancy. The goal of this project was to
develop the field by supporting four Pasifika scholars to present at the 2023 Australian Association
for Pacific Studies conference, hosted at ANU, and launch a ‘PacCrit’ movement that emphasises
interdisciplinarity, intersectionality and questions of gender, sexuality and race. Anticipated impacts
included addressing the paucity of legal scholarship by Pacific people, and the under-
representation of Pasifika people as law students, law academics, and in global legal dialogues.

The conference was held 11-14 April 2023. The project funding directly supported 2 panels: one on
PacCrit, and one on Maori and Pasifika conceptions of restorative justice. It directly covered:
- Travel costs for one HDR/ECR attendee;
- Conference fees for 3 postgraduate and ECR researchers patrticipating in the panels;
- Conference fees for 1 community leader working at the forefront of Pasifika justice
initiatives;
- Conference fees for 1 regional woman youth leader involved in the campaign for an
International Court of Justice Advisory Opinion on climate change and human rights;

As flagged in the project proposal, the Gender Institute funding also enabled us to secure additional
sources of funding. The Gender Institute funding was crucial in attracting further funding for
attendance by 5 senior Pacific Island leaders: Dame Meg Taylor, Tuiloma Neroni Slade, Anote
Tong, Kaliopate Tavola and Professor Mahendra Kumar. The Gender Institute funding directly
covered their conference fees, and participants in the law sessions were able to meet with leaders
and discuss their projects. Other costs associated with the Elders’ visit were covered by other
sources.

The project exceeded some expectations: the conference generally had unprecedented coverage
of and interest in law, in particular panels addressing questions of gender, sexuality, race and
Indigenous sovereignty. The panels funded by the grant were extremely successful, generating
robust discussion and invitations to undertake work elsewhere. New projects have emerged from
the panels, including new collaborations with civil society in Fiji. Further detail on the panellists, and
other impact and outcomes, are set out below.

Challenges were also encountered. The initial proposal was to support travel for four Pasifika
scholars — 3 Early Career and 1 mid/later career. Due to difficulties with visas, two of these
participants were ultimately unable to attend, but that funding was able to be redeployed to support
participation by other HDR/ECRs.

Panellists and participants

e Rebecca Monson: Professor, ANU College of Law. Monson’s scholarship and applied policy
work focuses on gender and legal pluralism in the Pacific, and she was a co-convenor of the
conference.

e Sarouche Razi: Doctoral Candidate and Convener, Prison Literacy Clinic, ANU College of Law
and Project Manager, NSW Legal Assistance Forum. With Monson, leads Pasifika and Maori
Conceptions of Restorative Justice, a collaboration with the Tangata Wyndham Restorative
Justice Advisory Council.

o Dylan Asafo: Lecturer, Faculty of Law, University of Auckland, and PhD student, Melbourne
University Law School. Asafo is the first scholar to advocate establishment of ‘PacCrit’.
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e Bridget Fa’amatuainu: Lecturer, Law School, Auckland University of Technology; a specialist in
gender and Pacific legal systems, and the first scholar to develop Pacific legal pedagogies.

e Marie Pewhairangi — Team Leader, Neighbourhood Hubs team; Wyndham City Council and
Chair, Tangata Wyndham Restorative Justice Advisory Council; Maori and Pasifika community
leader.

¢ Cynthia Houniuhi: Pacific regional youth leader and President of Pacific Island Students
Fighting Climate Change; recently named in Time100 Next 2023 List

o Dame Meg Taylor: pathbreaking lawyer, first woman Secretary of the Pacific Islands Forum,
founding Vice President of the Office of the Compliance Ombudsman for the International
Finance Corporation. Dame Meg is known for her work advocating greater inclusion of women
and civil society generally in activities of the Forum.

e Tuiloma Neroni Slade: former Judge of the International Criminal Court and founding member of
the board establishing the University of the South Pacific Law School.

e Anote Tong: former President of Kiribati and globally recognised for his work on conservation
and climate change.

e Kaliopate Tavola: former Ambassador for Fiji and Head of Mission in Brussels, former Minister
for Foreign Affairs in Fiji.

e Professor Mahendra Kumar: former Vice Chancellor of the University of Fiji and currently
Honorary Associate Professor at the ANU.

Impact and Outcomes

Public engagement: The project reinforced existing public engagement undertaken by all
participants.
¢ One panel specifically focused on the ANU-based project, Pasifika and Maori Perceptions of
Restorative Justice in Western Melbourne, which is being undertaken by Razi and Monson
with WEstjustice and the Tangata Wyndham Restorative Justice Advisory Group.
¢ Media interviews with Cynthia Houniuhi, including an appearance on The Drum, promoted
the work of Pacific Island Students Fighting Climate Change on the ICJ Advisory Opinion on
climate change and human rights.
e Sessions featuring the Pacific leaders were recorded and received wide media coverage.
They are now available on YouTube.
e The conference and the panels focused on law were well attended by staff of Australian
government departments and non-government organisations with an interest in Pacific
peoples experiences of law.

Collaborations beyond ANU: the grant directly reinforced collaborations with Tangata Wyndham
Restorative Justice Advisory Group, and collaborations between scholars at ANU and scholars at
law schools at Melbourne University, Auckland University, and Auckland University of Technology.
The success of the panels at the conference enabled the group to develop collaborations with
colleagues at the University of the South Pacific, which will be critical to work moving forward. The
connections the ECR scholars were able to forge with Pacific leaders, including lawyers Dame Meg
Taylor and Tuiloma Neroni Slade, will be important to their work. Finally, Sarouche Razi was
elected and Rebecca Monson re-elected to the executive of the Australian association of Pacific
Studies, partly a result of the leadership that the Gender Institute funding enabled them to
demonstrate.

Research outputs: A core goal of the group who met at the conference is to produce an edited
collection or special issue that advances Pacific Critical Legal Studies, by highlighting current gaps
in scholarship and teaching, setting out reasons these must be addressed, and advancing new
ways of engaging with law for Pacific people. Outputs that have directly arisen from the funding
include:
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- A draft co-authored article (Monson, Foukona, Fa’amatuainu and Asafo) to appear in a
special issue of The Contemporary Pacific, the premier Pacific Studies journal;

- Two draft papers advancing Pacific Critical Legal Studies (Monson, Asafo);

- One published chapter in an edited collection on legal teaching (Fa’amatuainu);

- Planning for a graphic zine produced by Monson and Razi on Pacific and Maori conceptions
of restorative justice;

- Planning for an exhibition focusing on Dame Meg Taylor and workshop on Pacific women
legal leaders, convened by Lisa Hilli and Rebecca Monson.

As a result of the conference and publicity around it, it has been able to scale-up its work and now
includes a larger number of colleagues based at law schools in New Zealand, as well as colleagues
at the University of the South Pacific. This group is now beginning to work towards an edited
collection with a view to publishing with a leading publisher (eg Cambridge University Press) in
2025 or 2026.

Media
General conference coverage: https://tinyurl.com/v3d73dan

Cynthia Houniuhi, whose attendance was possible due to the grant, appeared on ABC’s The Drum:
https://tinyurl.com/2kbykdfe

Talanoa or tok stori held in the ANU College of Law with Dame Meg Taylor and Tuiloma Neroni
Slade: https://tinyurl.com/4a6rc6r9

Epeli Hau’ofa Memorial Lecture given by Pacific leaders: https://tinyurl.com/4s88zfb6

Pacific regionalism in an era of climate change, given by Pacific leaders:
https://tinyurl.com/2p9hkbs2

Attached photos:
- Campus walk for lawyers, law students, panellists hosted by Professor Asmi Wood
- PacCrit panellists
- Restorative Justice panellists
- New AAPS executive committee
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