Gender, Sexuality and Assaults on Rights in Modern Europe

Report on OQutcomes

The Gender Institute event Gender, Sexuality and Assaults on Rights in Modern Europe was convened
by Dr Ben Mercer (School of History), Associate Professor Katie Sutton (School of Literature,
Languages and Linguistics) and Dr Kasia Williams (ANU Centre for European Studies).

Details of the Event:

Assaults on reproductive choice, women’s rights, and gender diversity have been at the forefront of
right-wing politics in contemporary Europe. The Gl event Gender, Sexuality and Assaults on Rights in
Modern Europe gathered senior scholars and early career researchers together to analyse the origins
of and historical perspectives on contemporary European gender politics. This event capitalised on
the Australasian Association for European History conference. The goal of the event was to situate
reflection on gender and sexuality within a broader framework of European history research and
foster research that shows the centrality of gender and sexuality to European history. The event
aimed to provide opportunities for HDR students to engage with theoretical developments in the
fields of gender and sexuality, to mentor junior scholars working in the fields of gender and sexuality,
and to forge broader networks between Australian-based HDR, ECR and more established scholars
working on Europe.

With the Gender institute funding, the organisers arranged:

- Two public-facing keynote addresses, one by Professor Jennifer V. Evans (Carleton
University) and one by Professor Jennifer N. Heuer (University of Massachusetts).

- A multi-disciplinary 2-hour workshop for HDR students and ECRs on theories and histories
of gender and sexuality was run by Professor Jennifer Evans with Associate Professor Katie
Sutton

- A one-hour roundtable discussion on new directions in the history of gender and sexuality.
- Some of the ECR participants at the event have agreed to submit their revised
presentations to a special issue of the Australian Journal of Politics and History edited by Ben
Mercer and Kasia Williams.

Speakers at the Event:

Keynotes:

Jennifer Evans is Professor of European History at Carleton University in Ottawa Canada, located on
the unceded and unsurrendered territory of the Algonquin nation. She has recently published The
Queer Art of History: Queer Kinship After Fascism with Duke UP, other recent publications include a
co-edited Festschrift in honour of her former PhD supervisor and human rights historian Jean
Quataert, Gender in Germany and Beyond with Shelley Rose (Berghahn) and her co-written
monograph Holocaust Memory and the Digital Mediascape will come out with Bloomsbury this
December. Evans's next book, Photography and the Sexual Revolution: a Transnational Affair, traces
the ways in which images serve as forms of self-exploration and discovery in this period of social and
legal change, and she is currently researching a separate project, funded by a Humboldt Prize, called
“A Short History of German Drag.” Evans also works in the area of digital history and is currently
overseeing a multi-year, multi-platform big data project called Populist Publics on social media,
online hate, and the weaponization of history. She is co-curator of the New Fascism Syllabus and a
founding member of the German Studies Collaboratory.



Jennifer Heuer is Professor of History at the University of Massachusetts Amherst. She

is the author of The Family and the Nation: Gender and Citizenship in Revolutionary

France and a forthcoming monograph, The Soldier's Reward: Love and War in the Age of

the French Revolution. With Mette Harder, she is co-editor of a volume of essays, Life in
Revolutionary France, and has edited special issues of several journals (including

Annales historique de la revolution frangaise, H-France Salon, and Journal of Military

History), and with Christine Haynes is currently the co-editor of the journal French

Historical Studies. She has published articles and book chapters on a wide range of subjects, most
recently, on the fate of family of the Haitian Revolutionary in Toussaint Louverture in France

Other speakers:

Heather Benbow is Associate Professor in German Studies at the University of
Melbourne. She has published widely on German, European and Australian topics in
cultural, gender and food studies and the history of ideas. Her latest book, Marriage in
Turkish German Popular Culture: States of Matrimony in the New Millennium, was
published in 2015. Her recent research has focused on the cultural history of the First
World War. She has been an invited researcher at the Free University of Berlin, the
University of Cambridge and the University of Tibingen.

Cody Davis is a PhD candidate in his final year at the University of New England,
researching the wartime experiences of married soldiers during the First World War.
His research explores the ways men’s marital identities influenced and framed their
military service within the correspondence they would write home.

Jane Freeland is a Lecturer in History and Fellow of the Institute for the Humanities and
Social Sciences at Queen Mary University of London. She is an historian of modern
Europe and Germany, with a focus on the history of gender and feminism. Her first book
Feminist Transformations and Domestic Violence Activism in Divided Berlin, 1968-2002
(OUP, 2022) situates domestic violence activism within a broader history of feminism in
post-war Germany, and traces the evolution and impact of this movement across
political division and reunification. She has also published in German History,
Geschichte und Gesellschaft, and the Journal of Women’s History.

Lisa J Hackett is a lecturer at the University of New England and a founder of

PopCRN, the Popular Culture Research Network. She teaches in the areas of popular
culture, sociology and criminology. Her research interests focus on clothing, fashion and
uniforms in popular culture, both contemporary and historical. She also researches a
range of popular culture phenomena, particularly royalty and aviation. She is
undertaking a Master of Philosophy in History examining women pilots and their
uniforms during the Second World War. She is currently guest editing (with Jo Coghlan)
M/C Journal [Special issue: ‘Uniforms’] and the International Journal of James Bond
Studies (with Jo Coghlan and Huw Nolan). Her latest publication is “Mad Kings: The Mad
Kings of The Royals: Fashioning Transgressions in Royal Popular Culture Television” in
Film, Fashion and Consumption (2022).

Micaela Pattison is a Lecturer of Modern European History at Flinders University. She is also a
researcher on the project “Gender Disturbance in Contemporary Spain: Masculinities

and Femininities” led by researchers at the University of the Basque Country. She is an

early career researcher of politics and culture in modern Spain with particular interest



in the histories of gender, science and sexuality in the interwar. She is completing work
on the manuscript for her first book, a micro-history that uses records of the career of a
teenage revolutionary and 'eugenic child' to explore revolutionary politics, sexual
science and the nexus of gender and youth in the cultural politics of the Second
Republic.

Katie Sutton is an associate professor of German and gender studies at the Australian
National University. She is the author of books and articles on the history of gender,
sexuality, and sexology in early twentieth-century Germany, including interwar queer
and trans subcultures, most recently Sexuality in Modern German History (Bloomsbury,
2023).

Impact:

The one-day conference proved highly successful, gathering a large number of attendees (over 60)
with two excellent keynote addresses by Professors Evans and Heuer. The round-table event worked
to tie together the themes that arose during the conference presentations around the challenges of
working on gender and sexuality in the contemporary era of radical right-wing challenges to rights
and sexual expression. It attracted a lot of interest from the audience, and lively discussions and
networking continued after the event closed.

The master class for HDR and ECR researchers was well attended with a lively and open discussion
connecting individuals’ research projects and theoretical frameworks with wider questions of
kinship, affect, and vulnerability, including questions around working with archival sources, and the
politics of citation. It was very well attended by HDRs from CASS and CAP HDRs as well as HDRs and
ECRs from the Gl signature event (approximately 12-15), many of whom were from outside ANU.

The organisers also obtained enthusiastic agreement from a number of scholars, some of whom
could not attend the event, to participate in mentoring for early career researchers. Furthermore,
two of the ECR attendees will submit their presentations to the Australian Journal of Politics and
History.



