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Grant details

A short introduction stating the reason why you sought funding from the Gender Institute
and what you were able to achieve with this grant

This application was for funding to hold a one day symposium on critical and theoretical
approaches to citizenship. We felt that such a symposium was timely because of the
upcoming referendum on an Indigenous Voice to Parliament, and a broader political and
legal context in which questions of national belonging are at the forefront of Australia’s
national consciousness. With the assistance of the ANU Gender Institute we were able to
successfully convene a symposium attaching 23 scholars from all over the nation (and globe)
from 5 different disciplines and from 8 academic institutions. The seminar received very
positive feedback from the participants, and enabled emerging and leading scholars to
present their research and foster new connections.

Project/event details

Title: Questions of national (be)longing- critical and theoretical engagements with citizenship
Date: 19 May 2023

Event Description: A one day symposium on critical and theoretical approaches to
citizenship, with the support of a gender Institute grant. The full day event was co-hosted by
the ANU Gender Institute, ANU College of Law and the Centre for Law, Art and the
Humanities. We received an excellent response to our call for papers. The event was
delivered both in-person and via zoom, bringing together practitioners and scholars from
diverse disciplinary backgrounds including law, sociology, history and anthropology as well as
the ANU student South Asian Research and Advocacy Hub. The day was structured with
several panels grouped according to commonalities between the papers in such a way as to
generate rich discussion between them. A dominant theme across several of the papers was
that citizenship’s gendered history continues to manifest in current citizenship practices and
experiences.

Comment on how the project exceeded or fell short of expectations

The symposium was successful in the breadth and depth of the abstracts we received and
for the variety of presenters who were able to attend the event. We were particularly
pleased that several of the presenters were ANU Gender Institute collaborators. The
symposium provided a forum for presenters to develop new collaborations among
established and early career gender researchers and to develop new research that examines
the relationship between gender and citizenship and their intersection with questions of
race, history, emotion along with broader questions of national identity.



The event was not without its challenges. Unfortunately, the invited keynote speaker was
unable to attend the event a month out from the event date which meant that we did not
require the funding we had anticipated to facilitate the keynote speakers’ travel and
accommodation. We were very fortunate that Professor Asmi Wood agreed to deliver the
keynote speech with short notice. Professor Wood's keynote celebrated the matriarchs of
Ngunnawal and Ngambri country and talked about the upcoming Voice referendum, the
history of race in Australia and its connection to citizenship. We also had to unexpectedly
cancel the zoom HDR workshop we planned for the day before the event.

Speakers included Professor Asmi Wood (ANU), Professor Kim Rubenstein (UC), Associate
Professor Elisa Arcioni (University of Sydney), Dr Anne Macduff (ANU), Dr Adil Hasan Khan
(Princeton/Melbourne University), Dr Christoph Sperfeldt (Macquarie), South Asian
Research and Advocacy Hub (ANU), Dr Gianmaria Lenti (Mexico City), Melany Toombs
(private practice), Dr Kate Ogg (ANU), Jaskiran Kaur Rekhraj (Legal Aid), Dr Makiko Nishitani
(La Trobe), Amy Hamilton (ANU), Dr Jordana Silverstein (Melbourne) and Dr Peter Prince
(Sydney). Further details on the speaker bios can be found in the event program.
https://law.anu.edu.au/questions-national-belonging-%E2%80%93-critical-and-theoretical-
engagements-citizenship-all-speakers

Impact

Give details of the impact or outcomes of the event/project for the University and the wider
community, and assess the extent to which you achieved what you set out to do

Our aim with this event was to provide an interdisciplinary forum for a scholarly community
to share their research with peers, foster new relationships and to create momentum for
new developments in citizenship. The event exceeded this aim with the presentations
showcasing innovative intersectional scholarship on citizenship and centring women in
academia. Thank you to the Gender Institute for their strong support of such an important
research and social initiative.

Give an indication of the number of participants and their academic levels (e.g.
postgraduates, ECRs, senior researchers, etc.)

23 people attended the event. The academic levels of attendees varied and included
Professors, Senior Researchers, Early Career Researchers, PhD candidates and LLB students.
The event also attracted attendees from outside academia from Legal Aid and private
practice suggesting the possibility for future policy collaborations in this area. While we had
hope to attract more attendees with this event, this number proved to facilitate highly
informative and engaged discussion and also enabled attendees to build a sense of a
community of scholars engaging critically with citizenship.

Specify, if possible, the affiliations of attendees (i.e. ANU internals vs ANU externals) —

Attendees were predominantly ANU externals, with 9 ANU internals attending. We were
pleased that the event also attracted some international speakers.

Outcomes


https://law.anu.edu.au/questions-national-belonging-%E2%80%93-critical-and-theoretical-engagements-citizenship-all-speakers
https://law.anu.edu.au/questions-national-belonging-%E2%80%93-critical-and-theoretical-engagements-citizenship-all-speakers

- The event program, if available:
https://law.anu.edu.au/sites/all/files/questions of national belonging.pdf

PROGRAM

8.45-9am | Registration

9-9.10am | Welcome and Acknowledgment of Country

9.10- Panel 1: Citizenship on Indigenous land: belonging, place and
10.15am sovereignty

Speaker 1: Asmi Wood, “Arrogating the power to decide over
Aboriginal people’s place on this continent: the Executive’s
position in Love v Thoms”

Speaker 2: Elisa Arcioni (online), “Territoriality at the heart of
membership: insights into community”

10.15- Break: morning tea
10.30am
10.30- Panel 2: Imperialism, citizenship and crisis

11.45am Speaker 1: Adil Hasan Khan (online), “An imperial genealogy of
the practices of minority management and protection: the
making of a citizenship crisis in South Asia”

Speaker 2: Christoph Sperfeldt, “Citizenship and statelessness:
reflections from Cambodia”

Speaker 3: South Asian Research and Advocacy Hub (SARAH),
“Identity in the Australian Colonial-State and the ‘ongoing
struggle for [Australian] Indians’ souls’

11.45am- | Panel 3: Constructing the good citizen

1pm Speaker 1: Gianmaria Lenti (online), “Burden or benefit? How
Australian Federal Policy stigmatises aspiring residents living with
HIV”

Speaker 2: Anne Macduff, “Constructing the ideal citizen: good
character, citizenship values and the Australian national identity”
Speaker 3: Melany Toombs, “The National Subject: the acquisition
and removal of citizenship from a gendered perspective”

1-1.30pm | Lunch

1.30- Panel 4: Citizenship: exclusions and agency

2.50pm Speaker 1: Kate Ogg and Olivera Simic, “Broken bonds: Australia’s
COVID-19 border policies and transformations of
conceptualisations of citizenship”

Speaker 2: Jaskiran Kaur Rekhraj, “Citizenship and statelessness:
the issue of belonging and place in the world”

Speaker 3: Makiko Nishitani, “/Innocent illegal’ migrants:
exploring ‘citizenship’ and belonging through the migration of
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Pacific children to Australia”

Speaker 4: Kim Rubenstein, “Overcoming the ‘migration integrity’
paradigm — moving from citizenship as exclusion to citizenship as
nation-building”

2.50- Break: afternoon tea

3.05pm

3.05- Panel 5: Emotions of Citizenship

3.50pm Speaker 1: Amy Hamilton, “Metaphors of citizenship:
tethered/severed bonds and ties in Love and Benang”
Speaker 2: Jordana Silverstein, "The emotions of statelessness
and citizenship"

3.50-5pm | Panel 6: Citizenship’s past

Speaker 1: Peter Prince (online), “How did Australia’s High Court
get the history of Indigenous belonging so wrong?”
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